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which inspires it is nobler than any love of ease or of self-
culture which would resist it. The act of the manufacturei
of adulterated or falsely-labelled goods is wrong, because
done in compliance with an inferior incentive, the love of
gam, against the protest of superiors, good faith and rever-
ence for truth. This definition appears to me to have the
advantage of simply stating what passes m all men's minds
when they use the words whose meaning it seeks to unfold.
I will not say that, in his judgment on such cases, no one
ever thought, with Paley, of his 'everlasting happiness:'
or, with Bentham, consulted the arithmetic of pleasures and
pains and struck their balance; or, with Butler, took the
question for solution to the autocratic oracle of conscience
for an absolute * Yea; or ' Nay.' But, for the most part,
these accounts of our reasons seem to me artificially in-
vented, and in very imperfect correspondence with the
real history of our minds : particularly the first and third as
ignoring the sense &iproportionate 'worth among right things,
and proportionate heinousness in wrong. No constant aim,
no one royal faculty, no contemplated preponderance of
happy effects, can really be found in all good action. More
scope for variety is felt to be needed: and this is gained as
soon as we quit the casuists' attempt to draw an absolute
dividing line between good and bad, and recognise the rela-
tive and preferential conditions of every moral problem.
This has been remarked as a requisite of any true moral
theory by Hooker: 'In goodness/ he says, 'there is a
latitude or extent, whereby it cometh to pass that even of
good actions some are better than other some; whereas
otherwise one man could not excel another, but all should
be either absolutely good, as hitting jump that indivisible
point or centre wherein goodness consisteth: or else missing
it, they should be excluded out of the number of well-
doers V The exigencies of this truth are met at once by
the fundamental principle of the foregoing doctrine, viz.
that, our nature comprising a*graduated scale of principles
1 Eccles. Polity, I. p. 14 (folio edition).